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Make Your July 4th a Happy and Safe Holiday


July 4th always brings back a lot of great childhood memories of cookouts, hot summer days, and of course the beautiful display of fireworks downtown. My family would usually have our own little private display of fireworks which included rockets, sparklers, and firecrackers compliments of my older brother. I can remember on a few occasions when he would place a rocket in a bottle, light it and then the bottle falling over sending the rocket barreling towards him; sending him running hysterically into the woods.  Looking back I guess I should be thankful he survived with little or no injuries 
Fireworks can quickly turn a joyful celebration into a painful memory when children and adults are injured while using fireworks. Although legal consumer fireworks that comply with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission regulations can be relatively safe, all fireworks are hazardous and can cause injury. Fireworks are classified as hazardous substances under the Federal Hazardous Substances Act. 

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission estimates that in 2002 about 8,800 people were treated in hospital emergency rooms for injuries associated with fireworks. Over half the injuries were burns and most of the injuries involved the hands, eyes, and head. About half of the victims were under 15 years of age.

Fireworks should be used only with extreme caution. Older children should be closely supervised, and younger children should not be allowed to play with fireworks.

To help consumers use fireworks more safely, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission offers these recommendations:

· Do not allow young children to play with fireworks under any circumstances. Sparklers, considered by many the ideal "safe" firework for the young, burn at very high temperatures and can easily ignite clothing. Children cannot understand the danger involved and cannot act appropriately in case of emergency.

· Older children should only be permitted to use fireworks under close adult supervision. Do not allow any running or horseplay.

· Light fireworks outdoors in a clear area away from houses, dry leaves or grass and flammable materials.

· Keep a bucket of water nearby for emergencies and for pouring on fireworks that don't go off.

· Do not try to relight or handle malfunctioning fireworks. Douse and soak them with water and throw them away.

· Be sure other people are out of range before lighting fireworks.

· Never ignite fireworks in a container, especially a glass or metal container.

· Keep unused fireworks away from firing areas.

· Store fireworks in a dry, cool place. Check instructions for special storage directions.

· Observe state laws. North Carolina law requires the purchaser of any consumer fireworks to be at least 16 years old. 
Many consumer fireworks are not legal in North Carolina (N.C. General Statutes 14-410 through 14-415).

Legal: The types of consumer fireworks permissible for use in North Carolina are generally classified as sparklers, fountains, and novelty fireworks items that do not have a report (explode) or are not intended to spin or to leave the ground and fly through the air. 

Not Legal: Fireworks items such as firecrackers, ground spinners, roman candles, rockets (including bottle rockets), mortars, etc. 

· Never have any portion of your body directly over a firework while lighting

· Don't experiment with homemade fireworks. 

Smart Start hopes you have a safe and happy July 4th. All Smart Start Hints can be found on the web at http://www.wilkessmartstart.com/parents.
Internet Resources: 

www.keepkidshealthy.com

