For Immediate Release:





Contact:

January 20th, 2010






Britt Johnston 838-0977

Cadmium and Children


As parents we try our best to protect our children from toxic substances through childproofing our houses from such dangers, but according to The Associated Press we may be unknowingly exposing our children to a harmful chemical, cadmium. Federal and state watchdogs opened a new front in a campaign to keep poisons out of Chinese imports, launching inquiries into high levels of cadmium in children’s jewelry.   
Cadmium is a soft, whitish metal that occurs naturally in soil. It's perhaps best known as one half of rechargeable nickel-cadmium batteries. Cadmium is attractive to Chinese manufacturers because it is cheap and easy to work with.  
Symptoms of this metal include vomiting, abdominal pain, choking, anemia, but like lead it can hinder brain development in the very young recent research shows.   

Lab testing organized by The Associated Press showed the children's jewelry tested – could contain as much as 90 percent of the item's total weight. Wal-Mart and Claire’s have already pulled many suspect items from its stores shelves.  
When it comes to this toxic metal it has been recommended that you toss out all your children’s jewelry and avoid the chance of your child ingesting any metal from these products. It does not take much to get cadmium into their systems, all it takes is them sucking on their necklace or bracelet and they have indigested small amounts of it, but small amounts can leave lasting effects.
As a parent, you should be more aware of the products that are imported especially from China and consider what material they may contain. I would be alert for any metallic looking objects that small children could possibly ingest or put in their mouths as a potential “cadmium” hazard.

If you would like more information on cadmium or objects that are being recalled check the United States Consumer and Product Safety website at www.cpsc.gov.
